
PUD BOARD MEETING MINUTES

NOVEMBER 4, 2008

PRESENT: Tom Ashmore, Mike Elmore, Gene Tobie, Roger Prowell, Patsy Busick, Tom Peachey and Lea Stephens.  Howard Harris, Rod Peterson and Ben Beseda excused absence.

GUESTS:  Charley and Delma Roush, Val Tenney, Brad Bowen, Jeb Miller, Sam Bishop, Pat Carty, Charlotte Larson, Sarah Johnston-Moore, Tatiana Zakhartchenko and Kathy Gray.

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by President Tom Ashmore.

Motion by Mike Elmore; second by Gene Tobie to approve the October 14, 2008 minutes and consent agenda.  Motion approved 3 ayes, 0 nays.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Sarah Johnston-Moore purchased a home at 1211 Sandy Lane.  The previous owner left an outstanding bill on the account which ultimately falls upon the responsibility of the new owner if left unpaid.  She asked for a detailed bill and was denied information due to privacy issues.  She stated she doesn’t feel it’s fair for her to pay the penalties and was dissatisfied that the District would not continue to pursue pervious owner once she paid the bill.  District Manager, Roger Prowell, informed the Board that the District is not at liberty to offer personal information in regards to the account.  Our duty lies in providing value to the home in the form of water service.  Attorney of Record, Tom Peachey informed Sarah Johnston-Moore that the District is limited in what we can offer and the District becomes in violation if we offer information outside our policy guidelines.  This debt is not a lien and if we choose to waive fees we will need to amend our policy, and not offer “ad hoc” adjustments or the District will be in violation.  The District’s policy clearly states no service will be provided to this service address until any unpaid balance is paid regardless of ownership or tenancy.  Mr. Peachey stated the District’s policy will remain status quo until further notice.  If the policy is modified we can offer an adjustment, if necessary.  

Brad Bowen requested at this time permission to record the meeting.  He also asked to be provided copies of the last three (3) months Board meeting minutes.  Mr. Bowen then proceeded to voice his concern with the rate increase on a ¾” meter.  According to a consultant he hired to review the rate study his water bill would increase 138% on a ¾” meter.  He stated he contacted a supplier of the District’s who provided him with historical statistics on the purchase of 5/8” meters vs. ¾” meters by the District.  

District Manager, Roger Prowell, requested of the Board to respond to Brad Bowen’s comments.  He stated that to date, we have at least 75% of our meter size reality in ground and updated on route sheets and working on the corrections in our billing system.  We have some discrepancy in meter sizes vs. register sizes in ground which miscalculates the water consumption and could cause a large portion of our “unaccounted for” water.  We are working diligently to correct these inaccuracies.  The staff of the District is working diligently to correct these inaccuracies before re-addressing the rate structures.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS REPORT:  Patsy Busick presented financial reports.  Due to early Board meeting, she asked of the Board that the bills be paid on November 11, 2008 when payroll is ready for signatures.  Board agreed and financials were approved as presented.  

ENGINEER OF RECORD REPORT:  Due to Ben Beseda’s absence, there was no Engineer of Record report.  However District Manager, Roger Prowell, did report on Ben’s behalf on the update of Well # 6.  A meeting is scheduled on December 4, 2008 with Person Well Drilling, representatives from Water Resources, Ben Beseda, Larry Toll at which time Roger will recommend deepening the well.    It won’t be until after said meeting that Roger will have additional information to report to the Board.  

Mike Elmore would like a firm idea of where we are in the LGIP account before the District actually moves forward with Well # 6 project.   He would also like to see the Budget vs. Actual report from July ’08 to current month in future financial reports.  

MANAGER’S REPORT:  District Manager, Roger Prowell reported the field staff is collecting accurate meter size information by visually checking each meter in the system.  This data should be complete by November 14th and entered in the billing system by November 26th.  This will allow the month of December to compile 3 to 4 rate structure options.  It is anticipated the final rate structure will be ready for presentation by January 9, 2009.  After the first and second reading of the resolution to adopt the new rate structure, the increase should be in place by February 1, 2009.  

The leak at PMHA last month was fixed.  The District did find irrigation of common ground in PMHA that is unmetered.  This adds to the District’s unaccounted for water of approximately 12,000 gallons a month.  Two options to resolve the issue would be to install meter to account for water usage or hire a plumber to lay 6’ – 8’ of pipe to tie into metered side of water line and ensure the District all backflow assemblies are installed and in compliance.  

It was determined the water mainlines to and through PMHA are the District’s responsibility.   Charley Roush stated that PMHA received a bill from Lundell Plumbing for back-hoe use that they feel is the District’s responsibility.  Roger noted he has seen the bill and is District cost.  Charley will send the bill along to the District.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Budget and Rate Structure topic tabled.

NEW BUSINESS:  District Manager, Roger Prowell attended an ORWARN (Oregon Water/Wastewater Agency Response Network) conference and presented the background of organization to the Board.  He asked the Board to grant admission into the organization, explaining the benefits of membership.  Motion by Mike Elmore, second by Gene Tobie, to accept the ORWARN membership “Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement”.  Motion approved 3 ayes, 0 nays.  

TRAINING SEMINARS & CLASSES:  Roger Prowell informed the Board Nathan Pope passed the Cross Connection Specialist exam and will be attending the Backflow Assembly Testing training class in Portland on November 17 – 21st.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS:  Mike Elmore commended the District Manager and staff on uncovering the rate structure inaccuracy issues.

With no further business, meeting adjourned at 7:19 pm.
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