
PUD BOARD MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 10, 2009
PRESENT: Tom Ashmore, Mike Elmore, Gene Tobie, Rod Peterson, Roger Prowell, Patsy Busick, Tom Peachey, and Ben Beseda.  
GUESTS:  Jack Bartell, Charley and Delma Roush, Brad Bowen, Jeb Miller, Sam Bishop and Ernest Stillwell.
Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm by President Tom Ashmore.
Motion by Mike Elmore; second by Gene Tobie to approve the January 13, 2009 minutes and consent agenda.  Motion approved 4 ayes, 0 nays. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Charley Roush approached the Board in behalf of Pomona Meadows Homeowners Association regarding a credit request in the form of a billing adjustment.  He provided a letter to the Board explaining his request.  Attorney of Record, Tom Peachey, addressed the situation on behalf of the Board informing Mr. Roush the Board is familiar with the history of the demand but to give District Manager, Roger Prowell, the opportunity to evaluate the history and the letter provided to the Board at the meeting and report back to the Board, probably in executive session.
Jack Bartell approached the Board regarding the large increase in water rates.  Roger Prowell explained to Mr. Bartell of history of the District in the last decade.  He reported there has been small rate increases in the past but not enough to cover the rising costs.  Without significant rate increases eventually the District would devolve due to lack of capital.
Brad Bowen provided a letter of interest to serve on the Board for Sub-district # 1.  

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS REPORT:  Patsy Busick presented financial reports.  Board member, Mike Elmore, had a question on the Lower Chenowith debt service item.  Patsy explained the history of the item and financials were approved as presented.  
ENGINEER OF RECORD REPORT:  Ben Beseda’s Engineer of Record report was incorporated throughout the meeting in conjunction with District Manager, Roger Prowell’s report.  
DISTRICT MANAGER’S REPORT:  Roger Prowell’s Manager Report included:  Well # 4’s pump motor and column pipe are installed as is the electrical drives for the VFD (variable frequency drive).  We are now waiting for Larry Haug with Stantec to reset the SCADA system.  Once well is turned on, it will be run for a couple hours to waste water before putting into system as a water quality protocol.
Roger Prowell and Jeb Miller met with Ray Johnson with the City of The Dalles, CEO and sales representatives from Mars Corporation regarding the AMR (Automatic Meter Reading) process.  MARS Corporation want to utilize City of The Dalles and Chenowith Water District as a pilot study.  MARS Corporation is waiting for signatures on MOU from City and District before pursuing any further.

While running Well # 3 during the renovation of Well # 4, the field staff has recognized a wiggle to the shaft.  The inspection of the shaft will be coordinated with Mathers & Sons when they are here to start Well # 4.  If balance of the shaft is not possible a decision on repairs will be made.  The positive side of this is that the District does have a spare motor if it is necessary to pull the one now in use.  The well, however, continues to keep up with the demand during the process of rebuilding Well # 4.

Utility Clerk, Lea Stephens, is working on transition to new water rates and that the process is going well.  
Curtiss well building has been removed so well is now ready for abandonment.

Field staff is preparing to abandon PRV station at upper end of Starlight and Lockwood Sts.  Field staff is also dealing with issues regarding overflow at Allen Reservoir and Northwest Drive.  Solution would be to install culvert and ditch.  Marty Matherly with the Wasco County Road Department will meet staff at site to review situation.  
Roger has completed his “Water Cowboys” presentation for the OAWU Spring Conference which he will attend March 4 – 5, 2009.  

The initiation of the LID (Local Improvement District) for a portion of the Murray Addition area which only looked at a portion of the problems were deemed too expensive to pursue, the process has been cancelled at this time.   With that in mind, a new discussion point is in the initial stages.  CUP (Community Upgrade Project) is a concept seeking federal infusion of cash for upgrades to the Murray Addition area.  The entities included would be Chenowith Water PUD, Wasco County Road Department and Economic Development Department, Mid-Columbia Fire & Rescue, Northern Wasco County PUD, OECDD (Oregon Economic Community Development Department, Oregon Fish and Wildlife and local realtors.  After input from both Roger and Ben Beseda, Engineer of Record, the Board felt this project is of importance to engage in.  At this time there would be no additional cost to the District, only time on Roger and Ben’s part for feasibility study and funding possibilities.  Board member, Mike Elmore, commented that the city of The Dalles to be included in the discussions and process. 
Roger will be attending a class on funding programs at the OAWU conference.  

Water rights project along with the Water Conservation Plan is still moving forward.  Larry Toll with Tenneson Engineering has started the proper paperwork regarding the Water Rights.
Water loss percentage for the month of January looks good and progressing in the right direction.  The numbers for January are not hard data since the District estimated meter reads in December ’08 due to frigid weather.  We are still working with spreadsheets to see consistency in numbers.

Letter from Howard Harris to Board President, Tom Ashmore, giving his notice of resignation for Sub-district # 1 was read.  Motion by Mike Elmore; second by Rod Peterson to accept Howard Harris’ resignation.  Motion approved 4 ayes, 0 nays.

The Board is now accepting applications for the position of Board of Directors for Sub-district # 1 from any interested parties.  The process will be:  interested parties will complete questionnaire form and present to Board President.  Board member Mike Elmore will review the questionnaire sometime before the interview process.  Interview committee will consist of Board President, Tom Ashmore and District Manager, Roger Prowell who will conduct interviews and make a final recommendation to the full Board.  Decision will be made and with acceptance, the new Board member will be appointed at the March 10, 2009 Board meeting.  
TRAINING SEMINARS & CLASSES:  Jeb Miller successfully completed the Certification for Backflow Assembly Tester and will be attending Cross Connection Specialist Training February 16-19, 2009.  

OAWU (Oregon Association of Water Utilities) Conference will be held in Sunriver March 3-6, 2009.  Roger will be attending as well as presenting his “Water Cowboys” class on Wednesday and attending the “Finding for Water and Wastewater During Hard Times class.  
BOARD COMMENTS:  Board member, Rod Peterson, commended District Manager, Roger Prowell and staff for the good job in getting Well # 4 going and back in service without disruption is quality water to the customers.  Board member, Mike Elmore, voiced the same and continuing a great job overall.  

Regular meeting adjourned to executive session at 7:22 pm.

Executive session adjourned to regular meeting at  7:40 pm.
Motion by Mike Elmore; second by Gene Tobie, that the contract for the District Manager 

Section 9 be changed to reflect proximity of residence to the District office.  Motion approved 4 ayes, 0 nays.

With no further business, meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
Submitted By:_____________________________________________



  Patsy Busick, Office Manager

Approved as to content at regular meeting held March 10, 2009.
By:______________________________________________________



Tom Ashmore, President



Board of Directors
